ASSOCIATION FOR WASTE AND RESOURCE EDUCATION

B

" News

» President’s

¢ International Year of the
Built Environment

Welcome back to the 'International
Year of the Built Environment'. The
year will be a collaborative
celebration by government,
industry, environmental and
community groups to raise
awareness in the Australian
community about the built
environment.

Throughout the year hundreds of
celebrations and events will be
held around the nation. These
events will bring the built
environment into focus and
challenge people to consider how
structures, buildings and
landscapes impact on their lives.

The 'Year of the Built Environment'
aims to embrace all members of
the community - from those in
design, building and landscape
professions, to community leaders
and anybody who lives, works and
plays in a built environment. The
year is designed to promote
community debate, educate,
demonstrate best practice, and
provide the tools and
encouragement to develop vibrant,
healthy built environments.

The overarching objective of the
‘Year of the Built Environment’ is
to encourage Australians to
celebrate and understand how the
built environment makes a
difference to their quality of life
and to foster a sense of community
and purpose by setting directions
for a positive and sustainable
future.

This will be achieved by:

* Raising awareness in the
community about the Year of
the Built Environment and the
structures and landscapes that
make up the built environment;

Providing opportunities for the
community to celebrate the Year
of the Built Environment;

Enhancing understanding about
the issues of sustainability and
the impact of the built
environment on the natural
environment;

Encouraging greater community
participation in planning and
maintaining the built
environment;

Developing a greater
commitment to learning about
the built environment within the
education sector;

Informing the community about
the issues that determine the
quality of the built environment
and how individuals can
minimize their impact on the
built environment as a whole;
and

Fostering a greater appreciation
of the heritage value of the built
environment.

For more information:

www.builtenvironment2004.org.au/

ybe/about_ybe/

At the final meeting for 2003,
AWARE members were treated to
a very successful tour of the 60L
Green Building in Carlton and later
on enjoyed sharing Kris Kringle
gifts over a few nibbles and drinks
at the Mercat Cross Hotel. Our
guest speaker was Suzie Brown

Report

from Environment Victoria and
Australian Conservation Foundation
who spoke about her Sustainable
Consumption Projects. Suzie has
forwarded the following details of
upcoming seminars.

* The National Packaging
Covenant Seminar

Environment Victoria convened a
seminar addressing the National
Packaging Covenant. The seminar
which was held on Friday, 27
February at the 60L Green Building
in Leicester Street, Carlton was
facilitated by Michael Nolan of
Sustainable Change.

Speakers included: Peter Allan,
Nolan ITU (Nolan ITU did the
government review into the
Covenant); Cr. Dick Gross, City of
Port Phillip; Graham Clark,
Environment Manager Coles Myer;
Anthony Peyton, Greenchip
(industry consultant on the
Covenant); Suzie Brown,
Environment Victoria.

The theme of the seminar was
"Whose responsibility is packaging
waste and how do we reduce it?”

The National Packaging Covenant
is a complex national voluntary
agreement (backed up by
legislation to ensure companies
participate) aimed at reducing
packaging waste. However, with it
due to expire in August 2004, has
it achieved any reduction in
packaging waste after 4 years of
operating? Our growing waste
levels suggest not.

The Covenant — or a stronger
National Packaging Strategy —
could achieve a lot:

»
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* A reduction in consumer
packaging waste.

* A reduction in manufacturing
waste.

* A reduction in the resources
(materials, energy and water)
used by manufacturers, retailers
and distributors.

The Covenant has the potential to
be a powerful national agreement.
With the Covenant currently being
reviewed, and a new agreement
needed for when it expires in
August 2004, where to next needs
to be considered?

For information about the National
Packaging Covenant, the review
process and the outcomes
achieved at the seminar contact
Suzie Brown
suzie.brown@envict.org.au

Tel (03) 9341 8118

Mobile 0419 002 606.

Suzie is Director of the Sustainable
Production and Consumption
program for Environment Victoria.

* Plug in, Switch on, Tune in
Towards Product Stewardship in
the Electrical and Electronics
Industry

Date — Thursday 18th March,
2004 (Industry tour Friday 19th )

Venue — Rydges Hotel, 186
Exhibition St (Corner Little Bourke)
Melbourne.

More info at:
www.cfd.rmit.edu.au/sustainable_
products/eep_forum_2004

The Centre for Design at RMIT,
EcoRecycle Victoria and Product
Ecology invite you to a landmark
forum. This will be a one-day
forum, with optional second day of
industry tours, focused on Product
Stewardship solutions.

Proudly supported by CESA and
EcoRecycle Victoria

* AWARE Events 2004

We are currently planning events
for the year and would like to
know if you have any suggestions
for speakers and tours. Please

contact me if you have a great
idea on 9261 5090 or
gaysed@citywide.com.au

For example, AWARE members
were invited recently to attend
February's meeting of the AWARE
Executive Committee and
participate in a guided tour of the
City of Port Phillip’s EcoCentre in
St Kilda. The EcoCentre House
provides a marvellous example of
how our ecological footprint can
be reduced through innovative but
practical application of energy and
water saving ideas, waste
avoidance and land use strategies
and resource recovery measures.

It is well worth a visit, as well as
very inspiring!

City of Port Phillip EcoCentre

55a Blessington St (cnr Herbert St)
St Kilda

(Melway Ref:58 B11)

Tel (03) 9209 6491

For further information contact:
Clarissa Forster on 9209 6783 or
cforster@portphillip.vic.gov.au

* Website

Stan and his team have been
creating the pages for the AWARE
website which will be housed on
the Waste Management
Association of Australia’s website
at www.wmaa.asn.au

Members will be notified when the
AWARE website is launched.

* Waste Educators
Working Group

Pat Armstrong has reported that
$7,500 has been allocated to pay
for at least one representative from
each state working group to fly to
the National Working Group
Meeting to be held during the
Enviro 2004 Conference in Sydney
in March.

The purpose of the meeting is to
set up a National structure and to
develop a Vision, Purpose and
Action Plan.

¢ Excellence in Waste
Wise Education Awards

| have been invited once again to
represent AWARE on the judging
panel for EcoRecycle’s Excellence
in Waste Wise Education Awards
2004.

Many of the Council Waste Wise
Education Strategies supported by
Regional Waste Management
Groups have now been underway
for a year or more and some
excellent outcomes are being
achieved.

To help maintain the momentum
and recognise local achievement,
EcoRecycle is again presenting an
awards scheme supporting
“Excellence in Waste Wise
Education”. The scheme is
designed to contribute to the
professional development of council
officers and to assist with the
production of local best practice
benchmarks.

Details for the 2004 Awards
process can be found on the
EcoRecycle Victoria website.
Entries close on Friday 12 March
2004.

For more information contact:

Jaimie Ledwidge

Public Relations
EcoRecycle Victoria

Tel (03) 9653 6914

Fax (03) 9639 3077
www.ecorecycle.vic.gov.au

Other upcoming events are listed in
the Calendar of Events section.

As | was browsing the Internet, |
came across the following
competition that you may be
interested in promoting to your
local schools.

Sustainable Living Competition is
an exciting national competition
organised by the University of NSW
Faculty of the Built Environment
which rewards High School
students for environmental projects
undertaken in the classroom or
individually. Free support and
resources are available to assist
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teachers and students tackling
environmental issues, and each
year there are more than
$40,000 worth of prizes to be
won.

For more information:
www.sustainableliving.com.au

e David Suzuki Seminar
on Sustainability

Sustainability: Are we making
genuine progress was the topic of
a community seminar presented
by David Suzuki at the Frankston
Arts Centre on 2 March.

The Chair of the David Suzuki
Foundation, David T. Suzuki PhD,
an award-winning scientist,
environmentalist and broadcaster
gave the 800 people who
attended, a highly motivational
address on sustainability and the
environment. “We are the
environment, the environment is
us” extolled Dr Suzuki to the
enthralled audience. “What we
do to the environment, we do to
ourselves.”

People living in cities have lost
their connectedness to the 4
elements — earth, wind, fire and
water — elements which bind us
to the environment.

Dr Suzuki challenged the
audience to encourage others as
well as themselves to take the
Nature Challenge — 10 simple
changes that people can make in
their everyday lives with food,
home and in transportation which
would make a real difference in
protecting nature. Even by doing
3, a person can contribute to
making a difference!

Details about the Nature
Challenge can be found on Dr
Suzuki's website at
www.davidsuzuki.org

He has also published a book
titled “Sustainability within a
generation” which can also be
downloaded from his website.

| look forward to an exciting year
ahead!

~Gayle Seddon
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e Stormwater Guides for
Industry

The City of Kingston has produced
a set of Stormwater Industry
Guides to help businesses improve
their environmental on-site
operations. The Guides were
developed in support of its 'Clean
Business, Clean Bay' program for
small to medium businesses.

Five common areas of production
were identified to be affecting the
quality of stormwater runoff from
the premises of these businesses,
which produce a wide variety of
goods and range in size from 2
employees to more than 60.

1. Materials storage and liquid
spill control

2. Litter management
3. Waste storage and disposal
4. Delivery and transfer of goods

5. Washdown and cleaning
practices

Early in the project it became
apparent that there was a lack of
readily available information on
stormwater quality. The project
officers then developed a set of
user-friendly guidelines for

ES

businesses which could also assist
other field officers to perform their
education role more efficiently.

EPA Victoria and South East Water
provided technical advice for the
guides.

The series covers the following ten

topics:

* General stormwater
management

* Litter management

» Waste storage, recycling and
disposal

e Delivery and transfer of goods

e Solid material storage

* Liquid storage

e Spill management

* Hazardous substances

* Cleaning

* Trade waste

The guides can be used by any
industrial business and will be
distributed free of charge by
Kingston Council.

For further details, please contact
Robert Powell

Industry Stormwater Officer

City of Kingston

Mobile 0408 349 064
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* Ecobuy Awards for
Excellence

Date  Thursday, 11 March 2004

Venue Eden on the Park

Time 4.00 - 6.00pm

Dress  Cocktail (+ a touch of
green)

RSVP  Tania Struzina

tstruzina@mav.asn.au

A cocktail reception to
acknowledge and celebrate
excellence in green purchasing.

The 2004 EcoBuy Awards for
Excellence will be awarding
members in the following
categories:

e Greatest increase in expenditure
on recycled construction and
demolition products in the past
financial year.

* Greatest expenditure on green
products (based on per capita
expenditure).

* Excellence in communicating
the Buy Green message
throughout the organisation.

* Excellence in creation of
tracking system to record
purchase of green products.

* Excellence and innovation in
green product applications /
projects.

The first three awards will be
automatically selected.

Included in the evening's
celebrations will be the launch of
EcoBuy’'s NEW Green Purchasing
Guide and the Online Green
Product Search - tools designed to

G news

minimise the effort and maximises
the results of your green
purchasing efforts.

* A professional
development opportunity
... developing the skills
of facilitating

Stage 1: The Art of Facilitation
Training Course

Presented by Zenergy

Monday to Friday
22-26 March, Melbourne

Monday to Friday
16-20 August, Melbourne

Zenergy is a group of skilled
facilitators, mediators and coaches
who train others in facilitating,
coaching, co-counselling and
effective meetings. A New Zealand
based company, their team of
experts conduct training courses
and Facilitation of Diploma
courses here in Australia and in
New Zealand. For further
information on Zenergy, and their
courses visit their website
www.zenergyglobal.com

* 2004 EcoRecycle WW
Local Education Awards

Applications close Friday 12
March

This is a great opportunity for
Councils doing great work at local
level to be recognised. AWARE
encourages Councils to apply.
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The WorldWatch Institute website features a range of success stories on ECOLOGICAL FOOTPRINT & GREENHOUSE CALCULATORS
Green Purchasing. “Ecological Footprints (EFs) are a tool for measuring and communicating
Visit www.worldwatch.org/press/news/2003/07/22/ the environmental impacts of human activity on the environment, and the

sustainability of that activity. They are based around the concept that
human consumption of goods and services require a large range of inputs
from the environment, and that the environment have limited capacity to
supply these inputs. Ecological footprints measures these inputs in terms
of land required to sustainably produce these inputs and compared this to
the land available within a region or across the world” (~RMIT Centre For
Design).

There are a number of excellent sites for calculating your ecological
footprint / impact on the earth. Ranging from commercial and domestic
calculators like the Victorian EPA Eco-Footprint calculator and the very
playful ABC Planet Slayer greenhouse calculator.

Green Purchasing Tools

A range of tools to assist with development of Green Purchasing programs
can be found on EcoBuy’s website at www.mav.asn.au/ecobuy




» ACE on display!

The Active Catchment Education
(ACE) model is a captivatingly
detailed 3-D landscape model of
an urban catchment. All you have
to do is add water to simulate how
rainfall flows over the landscape,
down drains into the waterways
and into the bay!

It will be a valuable tool for
educating the community about
litter, stormwater pollution and
water reuse. It is designed for use
with schools, at festivals and
events and for industry training.

The ACE model landscape
includes a house, school,
shopping centre, sportsground,
park, construction site, industrial
estate and farm. It has a natural
and an urbanised creek, a natural
wetland and an artificial wetland.
The model is 1.5 x 2.4 metres
and is transported via a trailer
which has a built in solar power
system for operating out of doors.

The ACE model is more than just
the catchment model — it comes
with a comprehensive Leader’s

Pack, User's Manual, display
panels and a laptop computer. The
laptop computer includes an Image
Bank which can be used to show
real life images to the audience.
The User's Manual provides a
photographic step-by-step guide to
the easy and safe set up and use of
the ACE model.

Training sessions will also be
provided, covering methods to
maximise education outcomes and
the safe use and handling of the
model.

) View of Hornsby Shire Council catchment model, on which the ACE model is based.

& news

So come and see the ACE model
and support materials at the
AWARE meeting at Leastwaste on
Friday 16 April.
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» Calendar of Events

MARCH 2004

* EcoBuy Excellence Awards

“Walk the Green Carpet”

Thursday 11 March, 4.00 — 6.00pm
Eden on the Park Hotel

For information contact Tania Truzina — tstruzina@mav.asn.au
or visit EcoBuy’s website www.mav.asn.au/buyrecycled

* Plug In, Switch On, Tune In: Towards Product
Stewardship in the Electrical and Electronics Industry

Thursday 18 March (Industry tour Friday 19 March)

The Centre for Design at RMIT, EcoRecycle Victoria and Product Ecology invite you to a
landmark forum. This will be a one-day Forum, with optional second day of industry tours,
focusing on Product Stewardship solutions.

Rydges Hotel, 186 Exhibition St (Cnr Little Bourke), Melbourne
Proudly supported by CESA and EcoRecycle Victoria

More information and to obtain registration form visit

www.cfd.rmit.edu.au/sustainable_products/eep_forum_2004

* 2004 Global Garden Party - An Environmental Festival

Sunday 21 March, 12.00 - 5.00pm
St Kilda's Botanical Gardens
(enter via Blessington St and EcoCentre entrance — Melway Ref 58 B11)

An event that aims to bring together individuals, communities and organisations to live in
harmonious lifestyle with the planet. This year’s theme is Clean Ocean, with 10 villages
offering a wide array of entertainment for people of all ages.

For further information contact ASSIST on (03) 9209 6777 or visit
http://www.portphillip.vic.gov.au/global_garden_party.html|

* Doing It Right On Site #2

“Managing stormwater on building sites”

Thursday 25 March, 9.00am - 4.00pm
Cope-Williams Winery and Country Club

Glenfern Road, Romsey (Melway Ref 509 J10)

RSVP - 18 March. Fax registration form to (03) 9667 5550.
RSVP is essential as places are limited.

For further information, contact Karen Cosson or visit
www.litter.vic.gov.au

Presented by the Victorian Litter Action Alliance and the Clearwater Program. Sponsored by
EcoRecycle Victoria, Melbourne Water and the South Eastern Regional Waste Management
Group.

* Drainspotting

Come and learn how City West Water, VicUrban and Brimbank Council are taking care of
the environment, by being careful with stormwater and preventing litter from entering the
waterways.

Roving entertainers, Gross Pollutant trap clean out, Water Watch activities, ACE catchment
model activities.

Tuesday 30 March

11.00am - 12.00pm

Station Waters Lake and Park

Cnr Furlong Road and Parklea Ave, Cairnlea (Melway Ref 25 F5)

Supported by AWARE, Melbourne Waterwatch, City West Water, Western RWMG, Cairnlea.

¢ Enviro 04 Biennial National Convention and Exhibition
Sunday 28 March — Wednesday 1 April

This bi-ennial conference brings together the five major players in the environmental
industry: Australian Water Association (AWA), Waste Management Association (WMAA),
Australian Business Council for Sustainable Energy (BCSE), Environment Business
Australia (EBA) and Clean Air Society of Australia & New Zealand. Enviro 04 will comprise
conference streams on sustainable industry, water, waste, sustainable energy, business of
the environment and advances in odour management

Sydney Convention and Exhibition Centre, Sydney

For information about Enviro 04 contact Quitz Event management at

quiz@bigpond.net.auel

APRIL 2004

* ACE Model and Support Materials Display!

Friday 16 April at 11.30am

The Active Catchment Education (ACE) model a captivatingly detailed 3-D landscape
model of an urban catchment will be on display at the next AWARE Committee meeting
being hosted by Leastwaste.

Come along and see how the model works!

At a venue TBC by Leastwaste

¢ Local Laws Officer's Forum

Wednesday 21 April, 9.00am — 1.00pm
Moreland Town Hall

For further information, contact Karen Cosson at kcosson@ecorecycle.vic.gov.au

* Leading on Litter National Conference and Expo

Wednesday 26 - Friday 28 May
Melbourne

For information and to register visit www.impactenviro.com.au/litter2004

Proudly supported by Victorian Litter Action Alliance

NOVEMBER 2004

* Sustainable Waste Management Conference

Friday 24 - Sunday 26 November
Carlton Crest Hotel Melbourne

Supported by Waste Management Association of Australia

For information visit www.sustainablewm.com.au
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ASSOCIATION FOR WASTE AND RESOURCE EDUCATION

ABN735313 08124

AWARE VICTORIA
MEMBERSHIP 2004

Invoice
Membership Category:

[0 Individual members $35.00
[0 Corporate members $60.00*
[] AWARENESS JOURNAL ONLY Non Members $10.00

DATE: / / TOTAL (NO GST APPLIES)$

MEMBER DETAILS: ]

Name:
Organisation:
Position:

Postal Address:
Street Address:

Phone:
Fax:
E-mail:
Website:

*Corﬁarate members are entitled to nominate three ieaile to attend warkshois and meetinis.

Name:
Organisation:
Position:

Postal Address:
Street Address:

Phone:
Fax:
E-mail:
Website:

| MEMBER3 |
Name:
Organisation:
Position:
Postal Address:
Street Address:

Phone:
Fax:
E-mail:
Website:

Send your payment to: Association for Waste and Resource Education
PO BOX 975, South Melbourne 3205




